
     
 

Dear current and former Reading Recovery families, 

 

First and foremost, we are hoping that this note finds you and your families safe and well! Due 
to the nature of a Reading Recovery lesson, close bonds are formed with your students over a 
12-20 week series of lessons. They become our “children” too, and we miss them very much 
after their lessons are over and of course, now during our current school closure! We would 
like to share with you some thoughts on going forward with your “at-home” instruction for 
your children that had just recently finished their Reading Recovery lesson series, and for 
those children who had just begun their lessons. 

As you know, your child’s lessons were a daily “event”. They were receiving 30 minutes of 
direct instruction that involved reading familiar texts, word work with magnetic letters, writing 
a “story”, and reading a new book each day. They worked very hard and made wonderful 
gains. Unfortunately, this is a nearly impossible task to perform through distance learning, and 
there is no part of a Reading Recovery lesson that ever uses technology. Everything in Reading 
Recovery involves reading a book! 

Therefore, we would like to stress that your child completes, to the best of their abilities, any 
and all work presented to them by their classroom teachers. Much of a first-grade day centers 
around literacy activities, and the work your children can do now at home, is your child’s best 
path toward continued learning during the coming days. We also suggest the following: 

• Read, read and reread as many books, comics, signs, etc. as possible. Your children will 
need to continue to read as much as they can! 

• Talk a lot with your children! Oral language and conversation skills are important. Expect 
full sentences! Suggest a new word to them here and there to replace common words 
like “good”, “bad”, “happy” and “sad”. An expanded vocabulary is very helpful when 
reading. 

• Share reading that may be a little tricky. Listening to a fluent, good reader develops a 
sense of “story”, so your children know what expression sounds like, and how our voices 
change to fit the situation in a story. Never underestimate reading to a child that can 
already “read”.  
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• Learn new or tricky words with magnetic letters if you have them, but lower- case 
letters written or printed on paper will also work. A better connection is made in your 
child’s brain if they can actually manipulate the letters.  

• Write the “stories” like we do during our lessons. Often, our stories are the “next” last 
page of the book (the one the author would have written had they thought of it!). These 
stories are easier for children to write because they have the imaginations to think 
beyond the story with a nudge by you. A simple question like “what would happen 
next?” goes a long way.  

• If you have the materials, writing out the sentence on a strip of paper and cutting the 
words apart and putting the sentences back together (like you’ve seen your child bring 
home), improves flexibility in reading and writing! 

Last of all, we would like to share with you a book publisher website, 
www.pioneervalleybooks.com. We especially like Pioneer Valley books, because they are a 
large part of our teaching library in Reading Recovery. Your children will recognize some 
favorite characters like Bella and Rosie, Pickles the dog, Gilbert the Pig, and Spaceboy among 
others. They are currently offering, through the end of June, a free subscription to their online 
Read-at-Home collection in “Literacy Footprints”. There are currently 186 books available, 
levels A-N, with a promise of more levels to come. Some of the titles offered are actual books 
that you may have seen come home in your child’s Reading Recovery bag.  You may purchase 
the actual Read-at-Home collection, if you would actually like books to hold. They are lighter 
weight than typical books, but look exactly like the sturdier counterparts. They are very 
inexpensive compared to the harder copies we use in school. Also, on the Pioneer Valley 
website you will find “Bookbuilder Online” which is free through the end of May. With a super 
quick registration, you will have access to another 112 leveled books (A-J) that can be 
personalized with names. They can be read online or printed on a printer. They are a lot of 
fun! We urge you to explore this website, as there are many videos and articles for educating 
at home. 

We hope that this information helps you to better help your child at home during these 
unprecedented times. Reading as much as possible will help to keep your child on track for 
when school reconvenes, and we can be together again. If you have any questions, please 
contact us! 

 

Sincerely,  

Michele Cieri  mcieri@ntschools.org 

Michelle Helf  mhelf@ntschools.org   
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